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must keep  on trying to get into a stock company if possible, or, next  best, to get an engagement  with a star who produces many plays.    Take anything, no matter how small, to  begin  with.    You will learn how to walk, to stand still — a tremendous accomplishment.    You will get acquainted with your own hands, and cease to worry about them.
You  can  train   your   brain   by studying Shakespeare  and the old comedies.    Study not  merely the   leading  part,   but  all   the female parts; it is not only good  training, but you never know when  an  opportunity may come to you.   The element of " chance " enters very largely into  the  theatrical life. Above   all,  try to  remember  the   lines of every female character in the play you are acting in;  it might mean a sudden rise in your position if you could go on, at a moment's  notice,  and play the part  of some one suddenly taken ill. Then work> work, and above all observe.